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Marion Johnson 


'Int.erv5.ev with Aharlhs'.S?. Simms 
.Legal Counsel., Department of 
Justice 


On Friday, Juris 3, in accordance vita instructions given to ne by the 
Archivist before be vent out of town, I west to see e Legal Counsel, c-.y 
Charles. Sims, at the Department of Justice to discuss with him the ques- 
tion of hew to deal with the two letters addressed to ne by Mr, Harold 
Vaisberg and the related problems of access to the barren Commission 
records . 


After reading the two Keisbarg letters and the reply I drafted, Mr. Eli ra 
cade the following cements concerning particular points in the reply; 


1- 2, at Ms chief feeling was that ve have no authority whatever to mate 

cry of the transcripts of testimony of the Comics ion available to searchers 
vithout clearance of the transcripts for research by the Comic si on- Ha 
thought the present situation presented an opportunity for an approach. to 
the Chief Justice by the Archivist for action by the Connission concerning 
its records. I remarked that this was what the Archivist had tried to 
secure from Mr. Bardin without success. Mr. Simas said that that fact 
could be the basis fox an assumption, that the Concussion does not wish to 
take any action concerning its records. 
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That the Department of Justice has no objection to our making the gt 




i cm. 


Liable to Mr 


ide 

in either the original form or a shortened 


Hut he felt vs should omit everything after the sentence "2he national 
lives merely has custody of the records of the Ccmiss ion” in the last 
ngrsph on the first page of the typed reply. She information given about 
It- partner. t of Justice and the Secret Service, Mr. Simms thought, would 
■ely invite further Inquiries from Mr. Vaisberg. 


if . That he felt ve should scy nothing c oncer 
to a press story to the effect that one enaly 
access to the C-r r.si an * s records. If ve <51 


irig Mr. beisbarg’s reference 
t had been given exclusive 
. say anything, he thought 


it should be a general statement to the effect that the national _ Archives 
grants access to records to searchers on on equal basis- A specific deri 
mbit tend to support an accusation of misconduct against the barren Cca- 
ru scion. Mr. Simms said he tb ought one Federal agency should not do this 


al 
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concerning another. (Mr. Kaieberg told -e tv, t v, P _ 

story that the Crr'nron -A,,, t * -7 rej - erence concerned a 

Chester, the biog-a -her of “f V' S rc ' =ords to Iiir * 

its work.) " ^c c nae..o lunuieey, before the Calico finished 

Sixus e&id he thought that we should t*v» a " hB „ d 
i:J ‘~ ea a^tatune end let the critics of the Co.—- —/IT f d 

,T~ r * . * e should C.ell them, in effect, ,l 2 -.c e are 

sriSJ&JS; t5^-“r ?-*>-" 
rSLS £t£t£. ASr&* s^r ~ 

vith him about the interpretation 5 thl ref^f S> avoi4 “V “'Scents 


After talking to Mr. Sirens X wrote a -ho-H- + , T . . 

cvn signature, as the Archivist J-ad ~c\*\ "'"f taiDDir S vith ay 

a» lifer wj to S * s^T»»« ~rti«g 

Archives to Initiate a reviej of polioj, Sln°i “f ,, f i " lal 

teoooda if the Archivist vi.hes tf dole S ^otl™ af 

po_icy toward Mr. Weisberg suggested by Mr. Eir.i.s . ‘ ^ d 
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